
INSIDE TODAY: The MDJ’s Transit Voter Guide: A special edi-
tion with everything you need to know to make an informed deci-
sion on Cobb County’s 30-year, 1% transit tax. See Page C1.
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In just a few weeks, Cobb County voters 

will choose one of two paths.

A countywide referendum will ask: 

should Cobb raise its sales tax by 1%, for 30 

years, to fund public transportation?

It’s one of the biggest decisions in the his-

tory of Cobb, which voted against joining 

MARTA in 1965, voted to authorize the cre-

ation of CobbLinc, an independent bus sys-

tem, in 1987, and has historically been skep-

tical of mass transit.
If approved, Cobb’s sales tax would increase 

from 6% to 7%. Over three decades, the esti-

mated $11 billion in collections would over-

haul transit in the county.

Combined with anticipated federal grants, 

Cobb expects to spend $14.5 billion over the 

life of the tax.
The main elements of the Mobility Special 

Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (M-SPLOST) 

are 108 miles of rapid bus routes, half a dozen 

new transit centers and a countywide system 

of on-demand “microtransit” service.

The M-SPLOST’s new transit would be op-

erated by the county’s own CobbLinc, and 

not be part of MARTA. The proposal does 

not include rail.
To help voters decide, the MDJ has dedicat-

ed this voter guide to the transit tax proposal.

In it, you can find:
 ♦ Background and history of SPLOST ref-

erendums;
 ♦ Specifics on the proposed projects;

 ♦ An analysis of the economics of sales taxes;

 ♦ The stories of people who rely on Cobb’s 

existing transit;
 ♦ A critical look at CobbLinc’s ridership 

and financing;
 ♦ A review of another major effort to curb 

congestion — interstate express lanes;

 ♦ Q&As with the transit tax’s architect and 

her opponents;
 ♦ Opinions from readers on both sides of 

the issue.
Presently, Cobb’s sales tax has a base rate of 

4%. Two SPLOST taxes, 1% each, are already 

in place. One funds the county government 

and six of its cities, the other funds Cobb’s 

two school systems. County sales tax rates 

range from 6-9% in Georgia. At the moment, 

Cobb is tied for the lowest sales tax in the state 

— only three other counties have a 6% rate.

The transit tax has been spearheaded by 

the Democratic members on the Cobb Board 

of Commissioners. Republican officials and 

conservative groups are working to defeat it.

M-SPLOST supporters say transformation-

al change is needed to accommodate popu-

lation growth, provide more transportation 

options, ease congestion and spur economic 

development.
Opponents, meanwhile, criticize the tax 

for its length and cost, unprecedented in the 

history of Cobb’s SPLOST referendums, and 

have questioned whether the system would 

be widely used.
CobbLinc now offers nine local routes, five 

express routes, two circulator routes, one flex 

route, and paratransit service within three-

quarters of a mile of the 11 local fixed routes.

The M-SPLOST would fund the construc-

tion of seven bus rapid transit (BRT) routes 

and three arterial rapid transit (ART) routes.

BRT would operate mainly in new dedi-

cated travel lanes. ART would operate in 

some dedicated lanes, but would otherwise 

mix with traffic.
Those routes would cost an estimated $6 

billion to build, while $5 billion more would 

be split between local transit expansion and 

vehicles, facilities and amenities.

Just over $3 billion is estimated to cover 

transit technology; more localized, on-demand 

transit known as microtransit; and improve-

ments to roads, sidewalks and trails.

Both BRT and ART would stop at stations 

featuring off-board fare collection, sheltered 

stops, lighting and other amenities; and 

would operate at a frequency of every 15 to 

20 minutes.
BRT stops would be approximately every 

half-mile; ART stops would be every quar-

ter- to half-mile.
BRT and ART buses would both enjoy sig-

nal priority at intersections — use of technol-

ogy or “queue jumper” lanes which give buses 

priority at red lights.

The “high-capacity transit” routes — BRT 

and ART — would connect places like Town 

Center and Kennesaw State University, Mar-

ietta, Cumberland, Wellstar Cobb Hospital, 

Mableton and Smyrna. They would also con-

nect to the Arts Center, Dunwoody and H.E. 

Holmes MARTA stations.

The cities of Austell, Powder Springs and 

Acworth, as well as the west Cobb area, would 

have little access to high-capacity transit. 

Downtown Kennesaw would also not be on 

a high-capacity transit route. The only high-

capacity route that would go into the heart 

of east Cobb would be along Roswell Road.

The BRT connection to Midtown Atlanta 

would use Interstate 75. BRT would also run 

on I-285, from I-20 in the south to Georgia 

400 in the east.
Additionally, the project list includes a 

countywide system of “microtransit,” which 

would bring connectivity to areas with little 

or no access to the fixed routes.

The county envisions microtransit — on-

demand, localized transit vehicles — as pro-

viding “curb to curb” service within 14 de-

fined zones.
Cobb plans to use up to $950 million in rev-

enue bonds to frontload spending and build 

the majority of the transit within the first de-

cade of the tax. In the next two decades, the 

county would use M-SPLOST revenue to fin-

ish the system, pay off the bonds and main-

tain operations.
To view all of our coverage on the tran-

sit tax, including the full project list, visit 

mdjonline.com/transit.

Cobb voters to decide 
on 30-year transit tax
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Riders on CobbLinc buses.

Robin Rayne

CobbLinc buses are seen in Marietta.

For the better part of a year, 

much of my job has been 

reporting on Cobb’s loom-

ing transit tax vote.
We’ve spilled a lot of ink try-

ing to educate vot-
ers on the tax — 
projects proposed, 
how it will impact 
you, what both 
sides think. It’s 
a big decision for 
Cobb: a 30-year, 
1% sales tax, pro-
jected to collect 

$11 billion, intended to over-

haul public transportation in 

the county.
That reporting’s involved rid-

ing the buses to get a feel for the 

system and its users.

Earlier this year, to cap a se-

ries we ran about CobbLinc’s 

ridership and funding, I was as-

signed to write a column about 

my experience on the buses.

So what’s new?
In the last column, I started 

with an anecdote about a dys-

functional robot bathroom at 

the Cumberland transfer cen-

ter. I’m pleased to report that on 

my last visit, the bathroom was 

clean, and the sink was working.

And how about those fare-

boxes?
When reporting the afore-

mentioned series, we learned 

CobbLinc fareboxes were fre-

quently malfunctioning, leav-

ing an unknown amount of fare 

revenue on the table.

In my last column, I tried and 

failed to pay with my Breeze card 

on five trips, saving myself — or 

costing the taxpayer, depending 

on your perspective — $12.50.

Cobb recently spent $1.4 mil-

lion to replace the fareboxes. 

Since then, I’ve taken six trips 

and been able to pay four times.. 

So from my limited experience, 

the new tech is an improvement, 

though not perfect.
And occupancy? It matches 

what the data says, as far as I 

can tell. Routes 10 and 30 are 

popular, and the buses are pretty 

full. The other routes I’ve tried 

— Routes 15, 40 and 50 — were 

a little more sparse.
What about timing?

In a recent MDJ column, Smyr-

na resident Stephen Mattson told 

his story about a bus he waited 

for, after leaving a Braves game, 

which never came.
I’ve also made a frustrating at-

tempt to catch a circulator bus 

in the Battery after a game, only 

to give up after waiting too long. 

Maybe it’s the postgame traffic.

But for the most part, the bus-

es run on time.
Last time around, I found 

the buses to be clean and com-

fortable, and drivers friendly. 

That remains true. Even when 

you’re paying the fare, they’re 

cheap to use — the standard 

$2.50 fare hasn’t changed in 

13 years. Since then, the cost 

of everything else has gone up 

by 40%.

On CobbLinc 
and the 

Transit Tax

Riggall
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The special Transit Tax Voter Guide is made possible by the Cobb Journalism Fund, a 

501(c)(3) organization dedicated to educating the citizenry on the topics and issues 

shaping this community. With CJF funding, this Voter Guide and all Transit Tax-related 

coverage by the MDJ has been removed from behind the mdjonline.com paywall and is 

free for all to access. To learn more, visit tinyurl.com/CobbJournalismFund
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The referendum as it appears on sample ballot. See Page C2 for more.

See COLUMN, C11

During this challenging time, MDJ customer service 
may not always be fully staffed. 

We encourage you to contact us at mdjonline.com 
and click on “Customer Service.” 

To use the automated call-in service, dial 
770-795-5000 and follow the instructions.
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MARIETTA —  On Sunday, 
the judicial emergency in 
Cobb County Superior Court 
expired.

Chief Judge Gregory Poole 
ordered a one-month emer-
gency suspending legal dead-
lines in August, extended 
it for another month, but 

elected not to extend it a 
third time. Now, he’s taking 
a wait-and-see approach, 
hoping the office of Superior 
Court Clerk Connie Taylor 
can function properly.

“If things don’t go the 
way they should, then, I 
don’t know if I’d have to 
do it again or not,” Poole 
said early this week. “I don’t 
want to.”

Taylor’s of-
fice is respon-
sible for re-
ceiving and 
maintain-
ing criminal 
and civil fil-
ings for the 
Cobb Supe-
rior Court, 
which has broad jurisdic-
tion over civil and crimi-

nal cases, and 
has exclusive 
jurisdiction 
over felony 
trials, divorc-
es and title to 
land.

The severe 
dysfunction 
in her office 

created an information break-
down and made conducting 

business in Cobb Superior 
Court a nightmare, several 
attorneys previously told 
the MDJ.

Over the summer, Taylor 
switched the court’s case 
management system from 
CRIS, which had been used 
for decades, to a new sys-
tem called Icon, without 
giving proper notice to the 
Cobb County Bar Associ-

ation or PeachCourt, the 
e-filing system the court 
uses for all its documents.

That led to notices nev-
er being delivered, an un-
precedented number of no-
shows before the bench and 
several days where no court 
documents could be elec-
tronically filed.

Judge: Superior Court clerk still plagued by issues

Greg 
Poole

Connie 
Taylor

By Annie Mayne
amayne@mdjonline.com

Reported problems out of the Marietta 
post office are staggering.

There’s the thousands of dollars in 
stolen checks that readers have reported 
to the MDJ, widespread delivery delays 
and countless complaints about custom-
er service.

Now, a former Marietta postal worker 
has pled guilty to mail theft.

‘ATM DEPOSIT READY’
Antalisha Jackson was sentenced to 

pay a $100 “special assessment” fee and 
three years of probation in federal court 
last month after pleading guilty to one 
count of mail theft.

By Annie Mayne
amayne@mdjonline.com

Former Marietta City Councilman An-
thony Coleman has lost his 
pension benefits for orches-
trating a probation “scheme,” 
according to a recent deci-
sion from a State Adminis-
trative Court judge.

Coleman was convicted 
of a felony in May 2016 
for making false state-
ments to help his girl-
friend, Terry Jones Mays, 

avoid a probation violation.

By Jack Lindner
jlindner@mdjonline.com

MARIETTA — A combi-
nation dog park and bar 
business is coming to 
Marietta, offering resi-
dents a chance to bond 
with other pet-owners 
over drinks.

The Drafty Dane Park 
and Pint, an all-in-one, 
members-only dog park 
and family-friendly bar 
located at 942 Roswell 
Street, has a soft open-
ing planned for later this 
month.

Co-owner Emily Mat-
thews said the idea is to 
provide a space where 
both dogs and their own-
ers can have fun.

“We’ve been going to 
dog parks ... and it was 
fun for the dogs but not 
really fun for the people,” 
Matthews said. “And we 
would go to breweries all 
the time and the dogs 
are on leashes and kind 
of shoved under tables 
and they’re not having 
a great time.

“This is just the best 
of both worlds. Dogs can 
have fun (and) people 
can have a good time.”

Matthews runs the busi-
ness with her husband 
Brennen Matthews and 
business partners Fitz 
Johnson and Suzann 
Wilcox.

T h e  p a r k ’ s 
19,000-square-foot, off-
leash lot has artificial 

Dog park, 
bar combo 
to open in 
Marietta

Former councilman 
loses pension for 
probation ‘scheme’

Anthony 
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Postal worker 
gets probation, 
$100 fine for 
check theft

By Jack Lindner
jlindner@mdjonline.com

MARIETTA — Students across 
Marietta City Schools found their 
inner Olympian Friday during the 
district’s fourth annual Adapt-
ed Games.

The event provides students 
with disabilities opportunities 
to engage in non-competitive 
games and activities with their 
peers for a day of fun.

Marietta High School wel-
comed 90 students from across 
the district to participate in the 
games. Activities included a ring 
toss, throwing frisbees, cornhole, 
a 100-meter dash and playing 
with a large colorful parachute.

Michele Sayles Harris, the dis-
trict’s special services and edu-
cational support chief, said the 
purpose of the event is to foster 
inclusivity and celebrate student-
athletes with exceptional needs.

“This is the happiest day of the 
year,” Harris said. “When you see 
kids who ordinarily don’t get to 
interact with their typical peers 
out here smiling, playing, having 
a good time ... just (puts) smiles 
on my face.”

The Adapted Games are spon-
sored by the Marietta Rotary 
Club. Students were welcomed 
with cheers and bubbles from 

Marietta celebrates adapted games

Jack Lindner

Jonathan Brown, a Dunleith Elementary School first grader, plays underneath a colorful parachute at the 
fourth annual Adapted Games on Friday.

‘The happiest 
day of the year’
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By Jon Gillooly
jgillooly@mdjonline.com

Editor’s note: Last month, 
senior editor Jon Gillooly took 
part in a press tour of Israel 
sponsored by the American 
Middle East Press Associa-
tion and Europe Israel Press 
Association. This is the fourth 
in a series of periodic reports.

TEL AVIV, ISRAEL —  The 
13-year-old girl beamed as 
she jumped from the Red Cross 
vehicle rescuing her after 54 
days of darkness.

The girl, Gali, her older broth-
er, and their father lived in 
kibbutz Be’eri, an Israeli com-
munity near the Gaza border 
where 130 people were mas-
sacred by Hamas terrorists 

last October.
Gali’s father tried to hide 

them in the house’s safe room, 
but terrorists shot her brother 
through the door. When father 
and daughter tried to escape, 
Gali was kidnapped and taken 
to Gaza. Her father managed 
to hide and was rescued by the 
Israeli military.

Tamar (last name withheld 
for privacy) is connected to 

‘Time is running out’ to bring hostages home

Jon Gillooly

Photos of the hostages taken on Oct. 7, 2023, when Hamas terrorists breached the Gaza-Is-
raeli border, line the walls of the headquarters of the Forum of Families of Hostages in Tel Aviv. See ISRAEL, A10 See PARK, A7

See COURT, A9


